Direct vs. Indirect Measures Exercise

Direct Measure:  Students demonstrate that they have achieved a learning objective. 
 

Indirect Measure:  Students (or others) report perceptions of how well student have achieved an objective. 
EXERCISE

Identify whether each of the following items is a direct measure (D) or an indirect measure (I):

____ A rubric to assess two essay questions on final examinations across multiple course sections.

____ A rubric to assess culminating projects, such as senior theses and papers in cornerstone courses.

____ Reflective essays in response to a Distinguished Lecturer Series presentation.  

____ National Survey of Student Engagement results to questions about student learning. 

____ Sub-scores of Business Major Field Test questions by Educational Testing Service.

____ A rubric to assess competence interviews in a foreign language degree program.

____ Senior exit interviews about the degree to which the program prepared students for their new jobs.  

____ A rubric to assess senior recitals or exhibitions.
____ Student focus group on learning experiences in a pilot learning community.

____ A rubric to assess select artifacts within student e-portfolios.
Source:  “Assessing Academic Programs in Higher Education,” by Mary J. Allen, 2004.
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