Model for Student Centered Syllabus
Syllabus components that build a foundation for student learning and course improvement
I. Course Description-The Purpose for the course
· Establishes the overall rationale for the course in one or two paragraphs
· Helps student assess their readiness for the course 
· Should be 1-2 paragraphs

· Defines students’ intellectual and practical responsibilities

Sample Course Description
Marine Biology Course

The purpose of this course in marine biology is not only to present students with an introduction to ocean life and ecosystems that focuses on marine animals, plants, and algae and reefs, ocean trenches, inter-tidal zones, and shore habitats, but also to provide students with the foundational knowledge required for advanced studies in marine biology.  To accomplish these ends, students will be exposed to the optimal habitats for the study of marine life, including tidal flatlands, coral reefs, estuarine wetlands, and the Atlantic Ocean Gulf Stream, where they will be expected to undertake scientific investigations of the relationships between the life forms and their environments. 










The course will draw on the expertise of scientists, educators, policy makers, and other experts at the PEW Commissions, BBC (Blue Planet), Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, and Maritime Aquarium of Norwalk.  Students will be required to review the work from these sources, integrate it with their own observations, and present their findings at weekly seminars.
II. Course Goals and Objectives
What are the goals of the course?  For example, what content, conceptual knowledge, and technical skills are students expected to master?  A goal is the general educational aim of the course, i.e., the broad outcomes that are expected.  It answers the question---what will the students learn?  It focuses on content, skills, or attitude.
· Provide a clear statement of course goals and student outcomes, i.e., what you want students to do and learn?

Sample Course Goals

1. Learn the scientific vocabulary in the field of marine biology
2. Acquire the skills of critical thinking and communication necessary to begin a life-long study of and concern for the oceans and marine life
3. Build a foundation for advanced study in marine biology

III. Assignments
IV. Grading Assignments
Establish clear expectations, standards and procedures for evaluating student outcomes

III. Resources
What materials/resources are students going to need to achieve the goals and objectives of the course?
· Textbooks

· Lab books

· CDROM

· Reserved Readings

· Web links

IV. Course Requirements/Assignments
Assignments should be designed to measure the student learning outlined in the course goals and objectives. The professor should clearly outline the assignment and how the assignment will be graded.
Example:
Course Objective: Provide the tools and framework for reading, discussing, and critiquing scientific studies about marine biology. You will develop the skills necessary to draw meaningful conclusions from scientific literature and be able to propose future avenues for research. 
Assignment One:

Students will be required to read three research articles from the reserved readings in the library.  These assignments will compose 30% of student’s final grade.

For each article students will be asked to write a three page critique of article. The critique should include:

1. Did the researcher successfully test his/her hypothesis?
2. Was the methodology appropriate to the research?
3. Did the researcher summarize his/her results?
4. What further research would you the reader recommend?

Assignment Two:

Group work is another way to assess student learning, but the professor must clearly outline the assignment and grading.
Group Presentation—Objective

The objective of this group activity is to create discourse about ideas within the group and to provide interesting insights into the topic for the rest of the class.
Group assignment Each group will be responsible for accomplishing what follows:
1. Identify common times for potential group meetings.  
2. Maintain ongoing communication about group activities among group members.

3. Immediately read the materials assigned for the group’s presentation topic.

4. Identify one biological concept covered in class. 

5. Read and provide a one or two-page written critique about the topic.
6. Identify, in concert with the other members of your group, a theme/issue/talking point/… to be developed in the group presentation.
7. Share responsibility for production and implementation of presentation on the class period assigned to the group. 
8. Participate in the group presentation.
9. Complete the project assessment.

Assessment

After the group presentation each individual will submit:
1. A one-page descriptive self-assessment (what individual activities one undertook to contribute to the group and how one worked to make the group function well as a group). This will be graded as follows (from 0 to 20, with 18—20 being the A range, 16—17 the B range,14—15 the C range, 12—13 the D range, and so on).

2. A one page commentary on the contribution of others in the group to the group’s success (e.g., quality of commentaries, attendance at group meetings, effort, effectiveness, leadership, creativity), including numeric assessment based on the scale above. Assessments of individual’s “Group Contribution” will be based on these internal assessments and my judgment of the group perfor​mance.

V. Course Calendar 

Include a detailed course calendar that includes course’s activity for each course session, required reading, and assignments due.

Example:
Wednesday, November 20/classroom

In class: lecture on single-celled organisms in ocean ecosystems. Class will view film of role of single celled organism in oceanic ecosystem.  Review student questions.
Homework: Read and outline chapter 5 on single celled organisms.  Write two questions about what you read in chapter 5. 



Sample Course Objectives:


A learning goal should be broken down into a subset of smaller tasks or learning objectives.  For example, one might say “At the conclusion of this course, you will be able to (a) list, (b) identify, (c) state, (d) describe, (e) define, (f) solve, (g) compare and contrast, (h) operate.


Describe marine biology as a study of living organisms and their environment by using the Blue Planet series on ocean life and a set of DVDs filmed at the aquarium and aboard research vessels and by linking these to resources on the web and other pertinent multimedia resources.


Apply the facts, concepts, and vocabulary of marine biology to understand how evolution through natural selection has resulted in the current diversity of marine life.


Use the tools and framework for reading, discussing, and critiquing scientific studies about marine biology to draw meaningful conclusions from scientific literature, and propose future avenues for research. 


Conduct experiments with the ocean and its inhabitants to understand the nature of the organisms and their place in the marine community, learn the relationships within the biological community, and define the factors responsible for the relative abundance and distribution of marine species.


State with authority the biological and ecological information needed for informed decisions about the health of the oceans and how all human activities affect this environment and the interactions among marine organisms.  











