FIRST-YEAR SEMINARS – FALL 2013
First-year seminars are designed to help students with the intellectual transition to college, by emphasizing
reading, written communication and critical thinking skills. These are taught through theme-oriented academic
courses designed specifically to meet your needs as you fulfill graduation requirements. Each course is limited to
twenty first-year students, involves an exciting theme, and is linked as a learning community with a College 101
course taught by another professor. Professors teaching the first-year seminars work in close collaboration with
the instructors of College 101 to help students meet the academic and personal challenges involved in making the
transition to college. First-year seminars involve intensive faculty mentoring and provide a source of support and
insight to students who are encountering the new responsibilities connected to being a college student.

Fundamentals of Media Literacy: Behind the Message (CMA 4)
Is the mass media giving you what TV producers or web designers think
you want to hear, rather than what you need to know? Is your favorite
clothing store making you into a walking advertisement (and are you
paying for the privilege)? Are you spending hours glued to your TV or
computer, but getting less out of the experience than you should? Mass
media companies are constantly trying to control your mind - and often
they succeed! In CMA 4, you'll learn about the forces that shape the
messages delivered by news organizations, advertisers, and entertainment
providers, and the influences those messages can have on our perceptions,
attitudes, and behavior. You'll also develop and apply your own media
literacy skills as you analyze the many layers of messages in real-world news, advertising, TV shows, and movies.
The goal? To take control of your own life in the media world!

CMA 4 FYS1 (#3171)
COLL 101 FYS1 (#2963)

MW 2:00 PM-3:20 PM
Tu 12:30 PM-1:25 PM

PROFESSOR POLASKI
TBD

General Psychology I (PSY 1)
Why do people feel compelled to make themselves stand out from the crowd? How do others perceive such
people? To what degree does culture make a difference in people’s behavior? These are just some of the questions
that will be addressed in PSY 1 (Fall 2013) and PSY 2 (Spring
2014). PSY 1 will address questions such as how people learn
new information, the degree to which emotions are similar and
different across different cultures, how people perceive and
make sense of the world, and how the field of Psychology makes
advances. PSY 2 will address questions such as how intelligence is
defined and measured, what role personality plays in behavior,
how behaviors are defined as normal or abnormal, what
distinguishes different types of therapy, and how the people we
are physically and emotionally close to can affect our behaviors.
Throughout both PSY 1 and PSY 2, class discussion and
extracurricular activities will emphasize the application of findings, ideas, and concepts from Psychology to realworld settings and situations.

PSY 1 FYS2 (#1469)
COLL 101 FYS2 (#3016)

MW 11:00 AM-12:20 PM
Tu 12:30 PM-1:25 PM

PROFESSOR FRYE
TBD

For more information go to: liu.edu/post/fyseminars
or ask your academic counselor.

Introduction to Sociology: Transitions to Adulthood (SOC 1)
Today’s teens and young adults face many challenges on the road to adulthood: rising costs of higher education,
record levels of unemployment, growing public debts, and disorienting developments in our high-tech global
economy. Yet compared to previous
generations, today’s youth are well
off in important ways: they benefit
from expanded civil rights and
personal freedoms, they are multiculturally rich, highly educated, and
technologically savvy. In SOC 1,
students will use the fundamentals
of sociology to examine pathways to
adulthood in contemporary society.
We will examine why the road to
adulthood is getting longer and
we’ll use a sociological perspective
to investigate how social, cultural,
and economic changes are affecting
how we reach milestones such as
finishing school, leaving home,
starting careers, and becoming
sexually active and forming romantic relationships. The course develops in students not only the sociological
knowledge and skills to better understand these profound shifts in young adulthood, but more general skills of
critical thinking, reading, and writing. We’ll review the work of sociologists, economists, psychologists, and
historians as we debate pressing issues regarding the transition to adulthood and consider social policies to assist
young people begin successful adult lives.

SOC 1 FYS3 (#3047)
COLL 101 FYS3 (#3697)

TuTh 11:00 AM-12:20 PM
Tu 12:30 PM-1:25 PM

PROFESSOR SWEENEY
TBD

Introductory Spanish I (SPA 1)
SPA 1 will provide first year students with a foundation for learning a foreign language by
focusing on basic skills like oral comprehension, speaking, reading and writing.
Additionally, students will learn grammatical structures and a wide range of vocabulary.
The course will concentrate on Hispanic culture and its extensive presence in the New
York metropolitan area and in the United States as reflected in topics such as history, art,
literature, music, films and food. By engaging in extracurricular activities on Long Island
and in New York, students will not only develop an appreciation of how plural Hispanic
societies converge and meaningfully contribute to the lifestyle and culture of the United States, but will also be
able to integrate concepts learned in the classroom to their newly acquired knowledge of the culture.

SPA 1 FYS4 (#1722)
COLL 101 FYS4 (#3726)

MW 8:00 AM-9:20 AM
Tu 12:30 PM-1:25 PM

PROFESSOR ROSARIO
TBD

Roots of the Modern World: Empires and Nations (HIS 14)
Who decides how the map of the world gets carved up and colored in? How can we explain
our involvement in politics, economies, and even wars on the other side of the world? Do
empires offer only harm or also benefits by extending their influence over other peoples?
This course explores various moments in the emergence and ascendancy of empires and
nation-states. It will investigate examples of colonial empires such as those created by
Britain, Spain, Portugal and France from the sixteenth through the nineteenth
centuries, “the scramble for Africa” in the late nineteenth century, and the interplay
between the growth of nationalism and imperial legacies in the age of global
capitalism. Throughout we will pay attention to the processes of conquest and colonialism;
the "imagined community" of the nation-state; the emergence of anti-colonial and nationalist movements; and the
ongoing challenge of the political, cultural, and racial divisions that form part of imperial legacies.

HIS 14 FYS5 (#6285)
COLL 101 FYS5 (#3740)

MW 9:30 AM-10:50 AM
Tu 12:30 PM-1:25 PM

PROFESSOR TAMBOR
TBD

For more information go to: liu.edu/post/fyseminars or ask your academic counselor.

