FIRST-YEAR SEMINARS – SPRING 2014
First-year seminars are designed to help students with the intellectual transition to college, by emphasizing reading, written
communication and critical thinking skills. These are taught through theme-oriented academic courses designed specifically to meet
your needs as you fulfill graduation requirements. Each course is limited to twenty first-year students and involves an exciting
theme. Faculty teaching these seminars help students meet the academic and personal challenges involved in making the transition
to college. First-year seminars involve intensive faculty mentoring and provide a source of support and insight to students who are
encountering the new responsibilities connected to being a college student.

General Psychology II (PSY 2)
What helps to predict and explain people’s behaviors? Why do people feel compelled to make
themselves stand out from the crowd? How do others perceive such people? To what degree
does culture make a difference in people’s behavior? These are just some of the questions
that will be addressed in PSY 2. This class will address questions such as how intelligence is
defined and measured, what role personality plays in behavior, how behaviors are defined as
normal or abnormal, what distinguishes different types of therapy, and how the people we are
physically and emotionally close to can affect our behaviors. Throughout, class discussion and
activities will emphasize the application of findings, ideas, and concepts from Psychology to
real-world settings and situations.

PSY 2 01FY (1271)

MW 11:00 AM-12:20 PM

PROFESSOR FRYE

Social Institutions: Transitions to Adulthood (SOC 2)
In this course, students will examine what it means to be young adults in
contemporary society while also learning the basics of sociology and
contemplating its driving questions regarding the relationship between
individuals and social structures, the unequal distribution of power in society, and
conflict and social change. This SOC 2 section examines the transition to
adulthood within the context of society’s major social institutions: the family,
education, the economy, politics, religion, and the mass media. For each
institution, we’ll get a basic sense for what needs it addresses and how. We’ll take a critical look at each institution,
meaning we’ll question why it takes the form it does, how it’s changing, and how the institution serves to reproduce
broader social inequalities related to race, gender, and social class. The course will also introduce students to common
sociological research methodologies. Students will gain first-hand knowledge of sociological research as they use the LIU
Post campus as a “real world” research location for investigating transitions to adulthood. Students will gather and
analyze data on issues such as peer group and clique formation on campus; how the university prepares students for
occupations and graduate studies; how campus resources do and do not address students’ academic, personal, and cocurricular needs; and the role of gender and race and ethnicity in organizing social relationships on campus.

SOC 2 01FY (3130)

TuTh 11:00 AM-12:20 PM

PROFESSOR SWEENEY

Special Topics in Psychology: Ethical Issues in Modern Science (PSY 41)
This discussion style course will introduce students to the questions relating to the impact of
science on today’s society. This includes investigating ethical research within social policy.
We will discuss how discoveries about the brain have affected our sense of selves, and how
scientists come against ethical dilemmas such as stem cell debates, the use of medications
to improve performance, the implications of uncovering false memories, the use of animals
in research, informed consent, the future of brain imaging, and cognitive privacy. By
learning the emergent field of neuroscience, philosophy and ethics, the students challenge
their principles in a modern scientific way.

PSY 41 01FY (6882)

Fri 12:45 PM-3:25 PM

PROFESSOR ROSSI

For more information go to: liu.edu/post/fyseminars
or ask your academic counselor.

