FIRST-YEAR SEMINARS – FALL 2014
Providing an emphasis upon the intellectual transition to college, first-year seminars at LIU Post focus on reading,
written communication and critical thinking skills taught in the context of theme-oriented academic courses designed
specifically to meet the needs of first-year students. The content of these courses varies by discipline, but each course is
limited to twenty students and linked in a learning community with a College 101 course taught by another professor
and a thematic section of English 1. Professors teaching the first-year seminars work in close collaboration with the
instructors of College 101 and English 1 to help students meet the academic and personal challenges involved in making
the transition to college. First-year seminars involve intensive faculty mentoring and provide a source of support and
insight to students who are encountering the new responsibilities connected to being a college student.

Introduction to Philosophy: The Nature of Friendship (PHI 8)
This course will focus on the nature of friendship. We all think we
know who our friends are, but Socrates famously, if no less
strangely, claimed that he had no idea what a friend is. And with
Facebook “friends” often numbering in the hundreds or even
thousands, this question might again be less easily answered. Are
friends people we agree with, or are they people we disagree with?
Should we benefit from them or would this be using them? And if
we ought not benefit from them, are they useless? Is our lover also
a friend? Or are love and friendship different ways of caring for
another? We will approach such questions through close studies of
a few of the greatest attempts to answer these questions
throughout the history of humankind. The hope is that we will
become more reflective about this seemingly essential aspect of
living a full and rewarding life, and perhaps make some friends
while doing so.

PHI 8 FYS1 (1652)
COLL 101 FYS1 (2781)
ENG 1 FYS1 (2638)
Monsters

MW 3:30 PM-4:50 PM
Tu 12:30 PM-1:25 PM
TuTh 9:30 AM-10:50 AM

PROFESSOR WELNAK
PROFESSOR WELNAK
PROFESSOR COSENTINO

General Psychology I (PSY 1)
How do we make sense of the world around us? What captures our
attention? What do we ignore, and why? To what degree does culture make
a difference in our responses to the world around us? These are just some of
the questions that will be addressed in PSY 1 (Fall 2014) and PSY 2 (Spring
2015). PSY 1 will address questions such as how people learn new
information, how optical illusions work, how people perceive and make
sense of the world, and how the field of Psychology makes advances. PSY 2
will address questions such as how intelligence is defined and measured,
what role personality plays in behavior, how behaviors are defined as normal
or abnormal, what distinguishes different types of therapy, and how the
people we are physically and emotionally close to can affect our behaviors.
Throughout both PSY 1 and PSY 2, class discussion and extracurricular
activities will emphasize the application of findings, ideas, and concepts from
Psychology to real-world settings and situations.

PSY 1 FYS2 (1422)
COLL 101 FYS2 (2826)
ENG 1 FYS2 (1281)
Gender, Sexuality & the Media

MW 11:00 AM-12:20 PM
Tu 12:30 PM-1:25 PM
TuTh 2:00 PM-3:20 PM

PROFESSOR FRYE
PROFESSOR FRYE
PROFESSOR ANGYAL

Introduction to Sociology: Transitions to Adulthood (SOC 1)
Today’s teens and young adults face many challenges on the road to adulthood: rising costs of higher education, record
levels of unemployment, growing public debts, and disorienting developments in our high-tech global economy. Yet
compared to previous
generations, today’s youth are well off in
important ways: they benefit
from expanded civil rights and personal
freedoms, they are multiculturally rich, highly educated, and
technologically savvy. In SOC 1,
students will use the fundamentals of
sociology to examine pathways
to adulthood in contemporary society.
We will examine why the road
to adulthood is getting longer and we’ll
use a sociological perspective to
investigate how social, cultural, and
economic changes are affecting
how we reach milestones such as
finishing school, leaving home,
starting careers, and becoming sexually
active and forming romantic
relationships. The course develops in
students not only the sociological knowledge and skills to better understand these profound shifts in young adulthood,
but more general skills of critical thinking, reading, and writing. We’ll review the work of sociologists, economists,
psychologists, and historians as we debate pressing issues regarding the transition to adulthood and consider social
policies to assist young people begin successful adult lives.

SOC 1 FYS3 (2854)
COLL 101 FYS3 (3200)
ENG 1 FYS3 (1552)
The Stories We Tell

TuTh 11:00 AM-12:20 PM
Tu 12:30 PM-1:25 PM
MW 11:00 AM-12:20 PM

PROFESSOR SWEENEY
PROFESSOR SWEENEY
PROFESSOR PIGLIACELLI

Earth Science II (ERS 2)
Earth Science II covers the materials that the Earth is made of including
mineral and energy resources, the dynamic processes of Earth's interior and
lithosphere including earthquakes, mountain building, volcanoes, and plate
tectonics, and the water resources and surface processes that continuously
reshape the Earth's landforms including groundwater, rivers and flooding, and
coastal erosion and flooding. Three hours lecture, three hours laboratory.

ERS 2 FYS4 (6645)
ERS 2 FY4L (6644)
COLL 101 FYS4 (6522)
ENG 1 FYS4 (1551)

MW 11:00 AM-12:20 PM
W 2:00 PM-4:30 PM
Tu 3:30 PM-4:25 PM
MW 9:30 AM-10:50 AM

PROFESSOR DIVENERE
PROFESSOR DIVENERE
TBA
PROFESSOR ABBOTT

For more information about First-Year Seminars visit:
liu.edu/post/fyseminar
or ask your LIU Promise coach.

World Literature I: Utopias and Dystopias (ENG 7)
First coined by Sir Thomas More, the word utopia is derived
from two Greek words: eu-topos, meaning a “good place” and
ou-topos, meaning “no-place.” The word refers to an ideal
society that has been successful at creating happiness and
well-being for its citizens. A dystopia is the opposite of a
utopia: a place of total misery and wretchedness. Through
works of philosophy, literature and film, this course will
explore the basic questions raised by representations of
utopian and dystopian societies. What would an ideal society
look like? Does human nature present obstacles to creating
widespread human happiness on a large scale? What is the
ideal relationship between human beings and the natural
world? How can we better understand what might constitute more ideal social and political social structures by looking
at the negative examples of dystopian worlds? By examining utopian and dystopian works, we will explore how we
might improve our own societies and create a more sustainable relationship to the natural world.

ENG 7 FYS5 (6325)
COLL 101 FYS5 (3227)
ENG 1 FYS5 (2639)
The Dichotomy of America

MW 9:30 AM-10:50 AM
M 3:30 PM-4:25 PM
TuTh 11:00 AM-12:20 PM

PROFESSOR LUTZ
PROFESSOR LUTZ
PROFESSOR SASSENOFF

Foundations of Biology I (BIO 1)
How do we exist as biological organisms? How much of the scientific information we
hear is true? How can we truly know ourselves without understanding what it means
to be alive from a biological perspective? This course covers an introduction to the
basic biological principles underlying the ways in which living organisms function.
Topics such as critical thinking, the scientific method, cellular metabolism, the spread
of disease, heredity, and genetic engineering will be covered. Three hours lecture,
three hours laboratory.

BIO 1 FYS6 (6646)*
OR BIO FYS7 (6647)*
BIO 1 FY6L (2438)
COLL 101 FYS6 (6523)
ENG 1 FYS6 (1554)
Invisible Writing

MW 9:30 AM-10:50 AM
TuTh 9:30 AM-10:50 AM
Th 2:00 PM-4:50 PM
M 2:00 PM-2:55 PM
TuTh 11:00 AM-12:20 PM

TBA
TBA
PROFESSOR PEREYRA
PROFESSOR PEREYRA
PROFESSOR AHERN

*To be part of this first-year seminar, freshmen must enroll either lecture section of BIO 1 (FYS6 or FYS7) and the
specific first-year laboratory section BIO 1 FY6L along with COLL 101 FYS6 and ENG 1 FYS6.

For more information about First-Year Seminars visit:
liu.edu/post/fyseminar
or ask your LIU Promise coach.

