FAQ for Visa to Australia
1. Does Australia use U.S. currency, euros, or another form of money?
Australia has its own currency and to live here you need to exchange $US and buy $A.

2. What is the A in front of the dollar amount?
The $A stands for Australian Dollar. You can also use AUD.

3. How long in advance is the hostel reserved/in other words, how early can students arrive (not taking
the visa/eta into account)?
The hostel is reserved for the first two nights after the students are scheduled to arrive. It is updated if a student
or two is added at the last minute. If they come down before the scheduled date of arrival, they are on their
own. (See Australia Program Handbook).

4. What is the address that students list on ETA?
Not everyone coming to Australia has an address. One can indicate that he/she is "travelling" or "residing in
the Byron Bay region".

5. Can students fly directly to Byron Bay and are arrangements made to have students picked up?
The closest airport is Gold Coast which is about an hour away. Students can book a shuttle bus to Byron Bay
from there for about $A35 at http://www.byronbayshuttle.com.au/http://www.byronbayshuttle.com.au/.
Brisbane airport which is about 2.5 hours away and can be booked on line at
http://www.byronbayshuttle.com.au/. The service costs about $A50.
6. What is the best mode of transportation?
Students arriving in Byron Bay by shuttle will be close enough to their hostel to walk or will be given a phone
number to call the hostel for pick-up. We do not pick students up at airports or elsewhere and they are expected
to get to their hostel (booked for them in advance) on their own.
7. If students want to stay in Australia longer than 90 days, what should they do?
Leave the country and come back in for another 90 days on their ETA (it allows multiple entries for a year and
costs about $A20); or get a tourist visa instead of an ETA. The latter requires more information and costs
around $A100 but is good for a stay of up to one year.

8. Do you recommend any other visa options?
The only visa options are ETA (recommended) or Tourist (over 90 days and more expensive). Students should
not apply for a "student visa" as they are not studying in an Australian university and the application could lead
to problems.

9. When do students find out about housing? Address?
Housing is obtained when we know how many students will be enrolled. Global College allows students to
register at any time up until they start the semester so we do not know what the housing situation will be
before then. Thus, housing addresses are generally not known before the beginning of the semester. We always
have one house that is secured several months before the semester begins but it is occupied by holiday renters
and students could not send mail there.

10. If they want to send a package or have something sent before housing is confirmed, please list
address they should use?
Students should have items mailed to their own house here after they arrive. If small, important items need to
be sent early, students should contact the Director of the Australia Program. However, mail is delivered to a
mail box on a public road and there is no assurance of security.

11. What is the monetary exchange (if any)?
Exchange rates change each day. At this time the rate is about equal between U.S. and Australian currency.

12. What do we tell parents who are interested in visiting their son or daughter in Australia?
This is fine as long as it doesn't create a problem with class and travel schedules. The ideal time is towards the
end of the semester (usually in mid April) when students are free to travel on their own and parents can go
along with them.

