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EUROPE CENTER TRAVEL & VISA INFORMATION

**Please read carefully. If you have any questions, please contact Giovanna Arecchi at giovanna.arecchi@liu.edu. 

EUROPE 1: SPAIN, FALL 2019 – TRAVEL INFORMATION

Europe 1 begins in Barcelona; you must arrive by Friday, August 30, 2019.

Detailed arrival and departure information will be distributed in a document that will be emailed to all students who have registered for Europe 1.

Groups flights that are part of the Europe Program – Madrid to Rabat, will be arranged and purchased by the program.
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Schengen Visa

VISA INFORMATION AND REQUIREMENTS

A Schengen Visa is the document issued by the appropriate authorities to the interested party for visiting/travelling to and within the Schengen Area. The Schengen Area is comprised of 26 countries that have agreed to allow free movement of their citizens within this area as a single country. Of the 26 countries bound by the Schengen agreement, 22 are part of the European Union (EU) and the other four are part of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). The Schengen area covers the majority of European countries, except for the United Kingdom and countries such as Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus and Ireland soon to be part of the agreement. However, there are countries that are not part of the EU like Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and Liechtenstein yet do belong in the Schengen Area and cherish the free movement policy. For more information, visit http://www.schengenvisainfo.com.

Tourist Visa (90 days)
A tourist visa is an authorization from the designated country/countries within the Schengen Area to travel in the designated Schengen country/countries for pleasure or to visit relatives living in the Schengen Area. As a
U.S. passport holder, you may stay in the Schengen Area as a tourist for up to 90 days within a 180-day period.

Student Visa
A student visa is a genuine authorization from the government of the designated country issued to students who are already accepted at a certified educational establishment. The holder of this type of visa is allowed to study in the country from which it is issued.

Student Visa for Spain
All students who are enrolled in Europe 1 MUST apply and obtain a Spanish student visa. Before applying for the visa, you are required to register online at the Franklin Institute website at http://www.institutofranklin.net/en/academics/study-abroad-in-spain-program/admissions/how-to- apply/application-form-fall/
This will generate the required documents you will need to apply for your visa.


PROCEDURE FOR APPLYING FOR A SPANISH STUDENT VISA

Individual Application
Applications for a student visa must be made at the appropriate Consulate General of Spain according with your permanent residency or study address. Check the Consulate listing and area of jurisdiction: http://www.exteriores.gob.es/Portal/en/ServiciosAlCiudadano/Paginas/embajadasconsulados.aspx
As students of a university based in New York, you are eligible to apply for your visa at both your home consulate and the New York consulate.

**Please note that students applying at the New York consulate will no longer be able to submit an individual application. All applications must go through the university or study abroad program if they are from students in the NYC consulate’s jurisdiction. This applies to you if you are resident in the following states: New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

Depending on the consulate, you may need to submit the application in person or through an authorized representative (who must have a notarized authorization), or it may need to be mailed in. You may need an appointment or it may be walk-in only. Please plan accordingly by visiting the website of the individual consulates at least 90 days before you plan to travel to Spain. The process to get a student visa can take approximately 4-6 weeks. Do not apply more than 90 days in advance of the start date of the program.

To apply for a student visa, the following requirements are necessary. Please note, documents may vary depending on the consulate serving your state of residence (original plus one copy of the following documents). Therefore, do not rely solely on this document, but check it against your consulate’s most updated information, which varies by location. This is only a general guide:

1. National Visa application form, completed and signed.
2. One recent passport-sized photo (white background) attached to the application forms.
3. Passport valid for the intended period of your stay in Spain with at least one blank page to affix the visa.
4. Copy of your U.S. driver’s license, U.S. State ID card or current Student ID.
5. Original official Certificate of Admission addressed to the appropriate Consulate, in Spanish, issued in Spain, verifying enrollment as a full-time student in an official university or school in Spain. This letter must mention that you will be eligible for a credit towards your Bachelor’s Degree or other degree and indicate: name of the program, duration (starting date and ending of the program), school’s address, the name and phone number of the person to contact at the school in Spain and hours of study per week (20 at least). The Certificate of Admission will be provided by the University of Alcalá.
6. Proof of international health insurance coverage with a minimum coverage equal to €30,000 (or its equivalent in U.S. dollars) and “repatriation coverage” during the planned period of stay in Spain. This will be provided by LIU Global.
7. Proof of means of support in the form of ONE of the following:
· If you go with an international program, present a letter from the study abroad program assuming full financial responsibility for tuition, room and board for the student during his/her stay in Spain. This will be provided by LIU Global.
· Bank statements showing sufficient means of support to cover all the expenses in Spain in the amount of $700 per month.

· Notarized letter from parents assuming full financial responsibility for the student during the entire stay in Spain. Attach copy of the parent's ID, bank statement and birth certificate of the student.
· Proof of having received financial aid or scholarship covering expenses for tuition, room, board, and personal expenses during the stay in Spain.
8. Proof of accommodation in the form of:
· Notarized invitation issued in Spain from a Spanish national or a Spanish legal permanent resident in Spain.
· Letter from the study abroad program specifying the address where the student will be staying. This will be provided by the University of Alcalá.
9. Visa Fee ($160.00), payable  by USPS money order to “Consulate General of Spain.”

Passports must be submitted at the Consulate for processing. If you want your passport returned by mail, include a prepaid UPS or U.S. Postal Service Express-Mail Envelope with appropriate postage and completed mailing label form. Other express delivery service, certified or registered mail is not accepted. We strongly recommend that you use a USPS Express Mail Envelope, which will allow you to track the shipment of your passport once the visa has been issued.

Batch Application
If you would like the LIU Global New York Center to apply for your visa on your behalf, please mail the following materials (using a trackable, express mail service) to arrive no later than Wednesday July 3rd, 2019 to: 
Carlett Thomas
LIU Global
Mary M. Lai Building
700 Northern Blvd.
Brookville, NY 11548


Checklist for Batch Spanish Student Application
1. National Visa Application form, duly filled out and signed. It is very important to include the applicant's email address and telephone number for any response from the Consulate.
2. Original passport. The passport must be valid for the intended period of your stay in Spain with at least one blank page to affix the visa. Note: if the applicant submits a photocopy of the passport – because the original passport needs to be kept during the visa processing – the original passport will only be accepted when presented in person at this Consulate General.
3. One passport size photograph in color, 2 x 2 inches (51 x 51 mm) in size, printed on matte or glossy photo quality paper, taken within the last 6 months to reflect your current appearance and in front of a plain white or off-white background. Stick the photo on the space provided in the application form. Please do not staple or use any other option apart from glue to attach the photo to the form.
4. Copy of one of the following: U.S. drivers license, U.S. State ID card or current Student ID. Do not include original cards or non-required documents (e.g., Social Security Card).
5. Check or money order in the amount of $160 made payable to “Long Island University” for the visa fee.
6. Self-addressed pre-paid Fedex, UPS or USPS envelope with appropriate postage and completed mailing label form for your passport return.

Materials not received by Wednesday July 3rd,, 2019 will be returned to the student and the student may not be allowed to apply for the visa individually. The Spanish consulate only rarely allows individual students to apply for visa, for very exceptional reasons. It is most likely that you will be turned down if you apply individually, 

EUROPE 2: ITALY, SPRING 2020 – TRAVEL INFORMATION

Europe 2 begins in Florence; arrival into Florence will be on January 18th, 2020.

Detailed arrival and departure information will be distributed in a document that will be emailed to all students who have registered for Europe 2.

**Do not purchase airfare to Florence or your return flight until you receive information about arrival times.

Groups flights that are part of the Europe Program – Florence to Vienna, Vienna to Sarajevo, etc. – will be arranged and purchased by the program.


VISA INFORMATION AND REQUIREMENTS

Schengen Visa
A Schengen Visa is the document issued by the appropriate authorities to the interested party for visiting/travelling to and within the Schengen Area. The Schengen Area is comprised of 26 countries that have agreed to allow free movement of their citizens within this area as a single country. Of the 26 countries bound by the Schengen agreement, 22 are part of the European Union (EU) and the other four are part of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). The Schengen area covers the majority of European countries, except for the United Kingdom and countries such as Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus and Ireland soon to be part of the agreement. However, there are countries that are not part of the EU like Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and Liechtenstein yet do belong in the Schengen Area and cherish the free movement policy. For more information, visit http://www.schengenvisainfo.com.

Tourist Visa (90 days)
A tourist visa is an authorization from the designated country/countries within the Schengen Area to travel in the designated Schengen country/countries for pleasure or to visit relatives living in the Schengen Area. As a
U.S. passport holder, you may stay in the Schengen Area as a tourist for up to 90 days within a 180-day period.

Student Visa
A student visa is a genuine authorization from the government of the designated country issued to students who are already accepted at a certified educational establishment. The holder of this type of visa is allowed to study in the country from which it is issued.
Student  Visa for Italy
Students who are enrolled in both Europe 1 and 2 must apply for an Italian student visa over the winter break. Visiting students must also apply for the visa relevant to the semester(s) that they are studying in Europe.

PROCEDURE FOR APPLYING FOR AN ITALIAN STUDENT VISA

Applications for a student visa must be made at the appropriate Consulate General of Italy according with your permanent residency or study address. Check the consulate listing and area of jurisdiction at https://ambwashingtondc.esteri.it/ambasciata_washington/it/informazioni_e_servizi/la_rete_consolare

As students of a university based in New York, you are eligible to apply for your visa at both your home consulate and the New York consulate.

Depending on the consulate, you may need to submit the application in person or through an authorized representative (who must have a notarized authorization), or it may need to be mailed in. You may need an appointment or it may be walk-in only. Please plan accordingly by visiting the website of the individual consulates at least 90 days before you plan to travel to Italy. The process to get a student visa can take approximately 2-4 weeks. Do not apply more than 90 days before the start date of the program.

Student Visa Requirements (for the New York Consulate – documents may vary depending on the consulate where you apply):

Kindly note that original documents need to be submitted exactly in the following order. Please also note that you will have to provide a separate set of photocopies (stapled together) of the documents.

1. Long term visa application form and one recent passport size picture (1”3/8 x 1”3/4, full front view, white background).

2. Passport (valid at least 90 days beyond the expiration date of the visa) and photocopy of the main page.

3. Photocopy of student’s ID and driver’s license (or state ID).

4. Letter filled out from the University in Italy (not simply filled out by the American Institution but on their own letterhead) directed to the Visa Office of the Italian Consulate in New York, confirming the enrolment of the student, program dates, duration, weekly hours of attendance (minimum 20 hours a week) and specifying the address of the student’s accommodation. We will provide this letter.

5. Letter from the University in United States, addressed to the Visa Office of the Italian Consulate in New York, specifying that the student is officially enrolled with said University and confirming his/her enrollment in the University Study Abroad Program in Italy. The letter should also indicate the address of the University in Italy, program dates and duration. We will provide this letter.

6. Personal bank letter or bank statement on its official letterhead, indicating the total amount of funds in their personal account (no joint bank accounts). Please note that the minimum amount of funds required to study in Italy is about $50 per day (to cover basic expenses in Italy and repatriation costs).

7. Personal credit card statement with indication of credit limit.

Students who have been granted a scholarship/financial aid are required to provide a letter from the University stating the amount and the date of disbursement.

8. Schengen medical insurance covering medical evacuation and repatriation for the first 15 days of their stay in Italy.

9. Personal Money Order duly filled out and addressed to Consulate General of Italy, 690 Park Ave., New York NY 10065.

Student visas cost € 50.00 ($62 as of March 26, 2018). Please check the consulate website before you obtain your money order so you can have it made out for the correct US$ amount.

The Visa Office has full authority to evaluate and request additional documentation, if deemed necessary, in addition to that particular visa.

PERMESSO DI SOGGIORNO
Part of the legal requirement if you obtain an Italian student visa is that you must obtain a residency permit (Permesso di Soggiorno). You apply for the residency permit at the local post office within 8 days of your arrival in Florence. 
YOU MUST BRING PHOTOCOPIES OF ALL THE PAPERWORK THAT WAS SUBMITTED FOR YOUR
VISA APPLICATION plus 2 passport size photos. These papers are REQUIRED for you to get your Permesso di Soggiorno, the permit to stay in Italy. Each student MUST have the letter from the Florence School of Fine Arts that was submitted with your visa application, which will have been stamped at the consulate.
You will complete the Permesso forms during orientation. Each student will need to personally go to the post office with the completed packet and the post office will process the forms.
Students must also have 76 euros in cash to bring to the post office to pay for the processing of the Permesso di Soggiorno; credit cards or checks will not be accepted.
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