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EUROPE PROGRAM VISA FAQs

Q. What type of visa will I have to apply for?
A. All students going to Spain must apply for a Spanish student visa. If you will be traveling in the Schengen Area in the summer before or after the 2018-19 academic year, it is especially important that you apply for an Italian study visa in order to do that. Global students are expected to get both visas, in any case, however. U.S. citizens can only stay visa-free in the Schengen area for a total of 90 days in a 180-day period. It is not possible to study the entire academic year in Europe on a tourist visa and it is very difficult to manage Schengen Area immigration without both Italian and Spanish visas. 

Q. What is the Schengen area?
A. The Schengen Area comprises 26 countries in the European Union (Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden) that are essentially “border-free,” so people can move freely between countries without being subject to border checks. U.S. citizens are allowed to travel throughout the 26 Schengen States for up to 90 days within a 180-day period as tourists. Visas for visits exceeding that period remain subject to national procedures and these are the national visas you will be applying for in Spain and Italy.

Q. What countries in the Europe program are part of the Schengen area?
A. Spain, Italy, Austria, and Hungary are Schengen countries. Bosnia and Herzegovina are not. Visitors are allowed to travel through Bosnia and Herzegovina for 3 months each without a visa.

Q. Can I apply for a Schengen Visa?
A. A multiple entry Schengen tourist visa allows you to leave and return any number of times within the 180-day period, but the combined stay within the region must not exceed 90 days. U.S. citizens do not need to apply for a visa ahead of time to enter the Schengen Area as tourists; your passport will be stamped upon entry and exit of the Schengen area to monitor the length of your stay. If you spend 90 days in the Schengen area during any 180-day period, you must wait another 90 days before you can apply to enter the Schengen area again without a visa. If you do not meet these conditions or plan to stay in the Schengen area longer than 90 days, contact the embassy of the country where you plan to spend the majority of your time to apply for a visa. Please visit http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/schengen-fact-sheet.html for further information.

Q. What if I want to stay in Europe after the program?
A. You will be able to stay in the Schengen countries after the expiry of your student visas, for up to 90 days, as a tourist. If you have been to both Europe 1 and 2 semesters, you must apply for both a Spanish student visa and an Italian student visa. This is especially the case if you want to stay in Europe (specifically the Schengen Area) after the spring semester. Attending the program in the spring on a tourist visa is highly discouraged and is, strictly speaking, illegal under Italian immigration law. It also does not allow you to do any travel in most of Europe once the semester is over. .

Q. How do I obtain a student visa for Spain?
You must check the consulate listing and area of jurisdiction for the state in which you reside at http://www.exteriores.gob.es/Portal/en/ServiciosAlCiudadano/Paginas/embajadasconsulados.aspx. Appointments must be made in person, unless you are a resident of one of the states in the New York City consulates jurisdiction: New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Delaware. In that case, you will send in a  A general list of items you will need to apply may include:

· Visa application
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· A recent, passport-sized photo
· Passport valid for the intended period of your stay in Spain with at least one blank page to affix the visa
· Copy of your U.S. drivers license, U.S. State ID card or current Student ID
· Original official certificate of admission verifying enrollment as a full-time student in an official university or school in Spain (provided by school in Spain)
· Information about the study program (provided by LIU Global)
· Proof of health insurance coverage during your stay (provided by LIU Global)
· Proof of means of support (provided by LIU Global)
· Proof of accommodation (provided by LIU Global)
· Visa fee ($160.00) payable by money order to "Consulate General of Spain"

For a complete list, please see the “Europe Center Visa Info 2019-20” document and visit the appropriate consulate’s website. The New York Center will facilitate a batch application during the summer for the Spain visa.

Q. How do I obtain a student visa for Italy?
A. To obtain an Italian Student visa, you must apply in person no more than 90 days prior to your arrival in Italy at the Italian Consulate in the United States that serves your state of residence (visit http://www.ambwashingtondc.esteri.it/Ambasciata_Washington/Menu/Informazioni_e_servizi/La_r ete_consolare/). A general list of items you will need to apply include:

· Visa application
· One recent, passport-sized photo
· Passport valid for at least 90 days beyond the expiration date of the visa
· Copy of state-issued ID and student ID
· Letter of acceptance from the host school in Italy specifying program dates (provided by school in Florence)
· Letter from home university confirming acceptance in study abroad program and enrollment status (provided by LIU Global)
· Proof of financial means of support: bank statement showing minimum $50/day, credit card statement, scholarship/financial aid letter
· Proof of Schengen health insurance coverage for the first 15 days of your stay
· Visa fee: money order (made out to the appropriate consulate/embassy) in the amount of
$62. Check the website of your consulate/embassy for exact amount before check is issued as the exchange rate is adjusted every three months.


For a complete list, please see the document “Europe Center Visa Info 2018-19” and visit the appropriate consulate’s website.

If you are not a US citizen, you will apply at your local consulate and some of these requirements may be slightly different. Please check your local consulate’s website.


Q. How far in advance should I apply for my student visa?
A. Apply no later than 4 weeks and no sooner than 90 days prior to the program start date.

For specific questions related to the visa application process, refer to the website of the consulate to which you are applying or email giovanna.arrechi@liu.edu.
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