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Fond Farewell to Dr. Donna Dolinsky
Dr. Donna Dolinsky was an integral part of our faculty for so many years. Her countless
contributions to the College of Pharmacy will always be remembered. She sadly passed
away less than a year after her soul mate and colleague, Dr. Vincent Reid.

Transitions and New Additions:
Dr. Bhaskar Das, Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences, is
LIU Pharmacy’s newest faculty hire in the Division of
Pharmaceutical Sciences. The position was created in
response to LIU receiving a $500,000 HeCAP grant from New
York State to support the construction of a state-of-the-art
medicinal chemistry facility. The facility will generate
economic development opportunities associated with new
research and collaborations and provide a more
comprehensive education to our students. Current LIU
Pharmacy faculty members are working in areas such as
Dr. Bhaskar Das
cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, autism, schizophrenia, and
depression. In each case, small molecular entities still
represent the mainstream therapeutic strategy, and medicinal chemistry plays a
dominant role in the drug development process.
Dr. Das developed new methodologies for carbon-boron bond formation to synthesize
boron-containing unnatural amino acids for use in cancer therapy. He has synthesized
chemical libraries of boron-containing agents for use in the treatment of brain cancer
and neurodegenerative diseases. His research also involves the development of new
therapeutic and diagnostic agents for brain cancer, prostate cancer, obesity and
cardiovascular diseases. He has developed chemical libraries of PET and SPECT
imaging agents for non-invasive diagnoses of Alzheimer's disease and brain cancer. He
employs multidisciplinary tools including organic synthesis, chemical genetics and
computational modeling. He is an eager collaborator, and has already started working
with Drs. Benzeroual, Kumar and Gavande since his first interview here. His
experiences working at Harvard, MIT, Cornell, Albert Einstein, Mt. Sinai and other top
research institutions provide tremendous perspective on how to succeed as a researcher
(and teacher). This pedigree has allowed him to establish high-profile collaborations,
leading to many large Federal grants, 15 patents (with 7 more pending), NIH study
section memberships, an international reputation for his expertise, and influence in his
field.

Continued on Page 4

Hooding Ceremony
Tilles Center for the Performing Arts
May 12, 2019
9 AM

Enrobing and student
and academic line up
begins

9:45 AM

Student processional
begins from Hillwood
Recital Hall

9:50 AM

Academic processional
begins from Patrons
Lounge

10 AM

2019 Hooding Ceremony
begins

12 PM

Lunch reception at the
Pratt Recreation Center

VIPs/Faculty/Staff RSVP to:
nina.jalowayski@liu.edu

CONGRATULATIONS!

On March 29, 2019, Teams “Cephaloscorins” and “Pill Splitters” competed in the
College Bowl Clinical Pharmacy Competition and Federal Drug Laws at the
NJPhA’s 2019 Annual Meeting + Exhibition in Atlantic City, NJ. Team
Cephaloscorins exceled to the “Jackpot” final round and finished in second place!
Congratulations again to all participants!

Dr. Timothy Nguyen, LIU-NJPhA
Student Chapter Advisor, with Team
Cephaloscorins and Team Pill Splitters
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Quoted in Drug Topics Magazine
In the February 2019 issue of Drug Topics Magazine:
Voice of the Pharmacist, Fernando Gonzalez, Assistant
Professor of the Division of Pharmaceutical Sciences
and Field Coordinator of Experiential Education,
offers commentary in the article, “Nine Ways to Help
Patients Better Adhere to Their Medications” by
Karen Appold.
Drug Topics is a leading publication, established in
1857, for pharmacy professionals. It covers the latest
pharmacy news, issues, and trends.

Pharmacy Networking Night Participants

Pharmacy Alumni
Networking Night

He expands on the first and eighth of nine total methods to help
nonadherent patients. To read Fernando’s commentary and the full
article, please use this link: https://www.drugtopics.com/medicationadherence/nine-ways-help-patients-better-adhere-their-medications

On January 31, 2019, the Pharmacy Student
Leadership Council and the Pharmacy Alumni
Association Board of Directors co-sponsored
the Pharmacy Alumni Networking Night.

Celebrated by FLAVORx Inc.
On the March 18, 2019, Eva Berrios-Colon,
Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice and
Director of Community and Co-Curricular
Affairs, was celebrated for her work with the
community by FLAVORx during Women’s
History Month this March. To read more
about the impact Eva is making, please use
this link: https://blog.flavorx.com/blog/giving-nyc-disenfranchisedaccess-to-health-with-dr.-eva-berrios-colon-celebrating-women-inpharmacy

Over 100 students assembled in the Buck Lai
Suite to network with alumni, preceptors and
professionals. The areas of pharmacy practice
covered within the group included: community
pharmacists, compounding, hospital pharmacy,
industry, ambulatory care, residency,
fellowship, academia, and specialty pharmacy.
It was a wonderful way for students to learn
about the many areas of practice the profession
has to offer. Until the next networking night!

Mental Heath First Aid
Training Offered
Dr. John Lonie offered LIU Pharmacy’s first
Mental Health First Aid Training for P3, P4
and P5 students and a few graduate students.
The training was held from 11-3 PM on both
Thursday, January 17 and Friday, January
18, 2019. Following the training, all
participants received a Mental Health First
Aid Certificate. Drs. Jane Shtaynberg and
Lonie will work with student volunteers to
collect post training information.

Participants of the first Mental Health First Aid
Training at LIU Pharmacy

A second training is scheduled for the end of
May 2019.
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Interprofessional Education
Fall 2018 Summary
The Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education
(ACPE) requires all pharmacy students to be
prepared to “provide patient-centered care as a
contributing member of an interprofessional team”.
In 2018, Dr. Janna Roitman, Associate Professor
and the Director of Interprofessional Education
(IPE), continued to expand LIU Pharmacy’s IPE
program, which now offers even more opportunities
for our students to learn with, from and about other
healthcare professions.

member of a multidisciplinary
team, learned how to take a patient health history,
develop an appropriate diagnosis and treatment plan,
understand the roles and responsibilities of each
member of the IP team, and appreciate the unique
contributions of a team-based healthcare approach.
Last November, LIU School of
Health Professions, LIU
Nursing and LIU Pharmacy
joined together to provide an
opportunity for students from
10 different healthcare
professions to participate in an
educational workshop that
guided and ultimately
determined the fate of a
homeless man who required
emergency care.

In Fall 2018, students participated in multiple IPE
activities dedicated to enhancing interprofessional
communication, building teamwork skills while
learning about the roles and responsibilities of other
healthcare professions.
In September 2018, students in their
fourth professional year
participated in the TOSH Oral
Health Standardized Patient
Clinical Experience. Pharmacy
students along with NYU
School of Medicine, NYU
College of Nursing and NYU
College of Dentistry students
learned about oral systemic
health and safe prescribing for
acute dental pain. As a healthcare
team, students practiced how to
take an oral health history and
examination and learned the
skills to ensure safe and
effective prescribing
techniques for the treatment of
acute dental pain.

The IPE Office will continue to
provide LIU Pharmacy students with continued
collaboration opportunities. The joint partnerships
with health care professionals and schools are an
integral component to education and practice.
Special thanks to the IPE Task Force and to all
participating faculty members and college affiliates
who volunteered their time to facilitate and to help
make these IPE programs possible for our LIU
Pharmacy students. Your support is deeply
appreciated and cannot be overstated:
Dean John Pezzuto, Dr. Anna Nogid, Ms. Milena
Ioselevich and Drs. Sonjela Buklu, Titania Chin,
Francesco Ciummo, Vanessa Ejiofor, Brooke Fidler,
Briann Fischetti, Elizabeth Gavioli, Peter Goldstein,
Kyle Hampson, Tracey Hodurski, Trisha Lepa,
Navya Maddali, Howard Mandelbaum, Nino
Marzella, Yoonsun Mo, Jadwiga Nagib, Joseph
Nathan, Timothy Nguyen, Eric Ocheretyaner, Kevin
Pao, Elaena Quattrocchi, Jane Shtaynberg, Jowana
Tekle, Yuliana Toderika, Tina Verveniotis, Etty
Vider, Brian Yeung, Shana Young and Tina Zerilli.

In October and December, we partnered once again
with NYU College of Nursing to afford pharmacy
students in their third professional year an
opportunity to participate in IPE activities. The event
focused on abdominal pain, anemia, diabetes, renal
disease and pain management. Students, as a
3
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Transition and New Additions:
Avinash Kumar, Ph.D., Visiting Assistant
Professor, Division of Pharmaceutical
Sciences
Dr. Avinash Kumar originally joined LIU
Pharmacy as a Research Scientist on July 11,
2016. During his postdoctoral tenure with Dr.
Anait S. Levenson, which started at the
University of Mississippi Medical Center and
ended at LIU Pharmacy, he focused on
Avinash Kumar, Ph.D.
understanding transcriptional regulation in
Visiting Assistant Professor
prostate cancer pathogenesis and led the
development of natural dietary stilbenes as an
effective management strategy against prostate cancer.
On August 1, 2018, Dr. Kumar officially transitioned to the role of
Visiting Assistant Professor. He received his Ph.D. in Biotechnology
from the National Chemical Laboratory of the University of Pune in
India and has extensive experience in molecular cell biology and
molecular pharmacology of prostate cancer. Currently, Dr. Kumar
teaches Pharmacology to PharmD and MS students and his research
involves identifying novel molecular targets and developing
innovative-targeted therapeutic strategies against advanced prostate
cancer. He has published over 15 peer-reviewed research papers, four
book chapters, and has presented at several national and international
conferences/meetings. He also serves as a reviewer for many oncology
related journals.
Eun-Jung (Amy) Park, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor, Division of Pharmaceutical
Sciences
Dr. Park began performing Pharmacognosy
research for various projects when she was
pursuing her Master’s and Ph.D. degree at
Ewha Womans University in Seoul, Korea. She
gained substantive training and experience
during her graduate program and built a strong
Eun-Jung (Amy) Park, Ph.D. foundation in Pharmacognosy and Biology
Assistant Professor
Research. Based on her achievements, Dr. Park
joined the open access research laboratory at the
University of Hawaii at Hilo where she served as a post-doctoral fellow
in 2008, and was promoted to associate research specialist in 2013. Dr.
Park focuses focus on evaluating cancer chemoprevention and anticancer effects, as well as conducting subject research and suitable
methodologies to solve existing problems.
Continued on page 5
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Jacqueline McEwan, B.S.,
M.S. (Spring 2021)

Jacqueline McEwan
Coordinator of Pharmacy Student
Counseling
After graduating from SUNY New
Paltz in Black Studies, Jacqueline
McEwan was given the opportunity
to work as a temporary assistant to
the Advisement office and then full
time as Secretary for the School of
Nursing. Five years later, Jackie was
offered the opportunity to join
the School of Nursing's Advisement
team and has been there for the last
12 years. Currently she is working on
her Masters in Mental Health
Counseling here at LIU.
As a certified Dance Instructor,
Youth Leader, Jewelry Designer and
Event Coordinator, Jacqueline's
ability to see things through a
creative eye and recognize ideas
and alternatives that may not be
visible to others, increases her skills
as a problem solver and
communicator in her advisement
role.
She is confident that one of her life’s
purposes is to help others find their
own and hopes to do the same for
our Pharmacy students as well!
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Brooklyn Technical High Transitions and New Additions
(continued from page 4)
School Seniors Get Nerds-y
Eun-Jung (Amy) Park, Ph.D.
at LIU Pharmacy
Assistant Professor, Division of Pharmaceutical
In partnership with Fort Greene’s elite specialized
high school, students at Brooklyn Technical High
School are offered the opportunity to select
pharmacy as one of eighteen majors in their
sophomore year. Currently in its second year, the
collaborative program designed by Assistant
Principal Thomas Evangelist and Dr. Eva BerriosColon offers students an accelerated pathway to
become pharmacists. Entering LIU Pharmacy as
second year pre-professional students, the pharmacy
major encompasses a rigorous schedule of advanced
placement courses, organic chemistry, and pharmacy
seminar courses, which allows students to complete
their first year of pre-professional phase pre-requisites
in high school.
Pictured below, students practiced their
compounding skills with supplies donated by LIU
Pharmacy.

Sciences
Dr. Park’s training provides her with the knowledge
of biology and laboratories’ tools needed to continue
her extraordinary research. Continuing her
achievements and expertise, Dr. Park joined the
Long Island University (LIU) in 2016 as a research
scientist and was appointed as an assistant professor
in August 2017. Most recently, Dr. Park’s research
has focused on evaluating the feasible effect of diet
through the whole lifetime on extending longevity
and delaying the onset of diseases with Dean
John Pezzuto. She is an author of over 60
manuscripts that have appeared in scientific
literature.

Natoli Institute Tablet
Manufacturing Process Training
The Natoli Institute for Industrial Pharmacy
Research & Development and LIU Pharmacy hosted
a four-day Tablet Manufacturing Process Training
on March 10-13, 2019. The course is designed for
contract pharmacists, formulators, managers,
pharmaceutical engineers and those interested in
better understanding the tablet manufacturing
process.

BTHS/LIU Pharmacy senior
grinding up Nerds candy

Course instructors included many from within the
field as well as Dr. Rutesh Dave, Professor and
Division Director of Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Director of the Natoli Institute; and Dr. Ken Morris,
Director of the Lachman Institute of Pharmaceutical
Analysis.
Participants completed the course with working
knowledge of fluid bed operations, dry and wet
granulation, hot-melt extrusion, tablet coating and
tablet press operations.

BTHS/LIU Pharmacy seniors preparing their
Nerds-filled capsules
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Fulbright Saastamoinen
Foundation Grants
Interested in a mini-sabbatical in Finland? If so, consider
applying for one of the Fulbright Saastamoinen Foundation
Grants for American full or associate professors at the
University of Eastern Finland.
•

Two Fulbright-Saastamoinen Foundation Grants in
Health and Environmental Sciences for 2020-2021
https://www.fulbright.fi/en/grant-programs/foramericans/research-and-lecturing/fulbrightsaastamoinen

•

Two Fulbright-Saastamoinen Foundation
Distinguished Chair positions in Health Sciences
https://www.fulbright.fi/en/grant-programs/foramericans/research-and-lecturing/fulbrightsaastamoinen-chair

Fulbright Finland, the University of Eastern
Finland, and the Saastamoinen Foundation
offer a unique new opportunity for
international academic collaboration in
health and environmental sciences and in
health sciences and cardiovascular diseases
and metabolic diseases research.

For more information, please contact Anitta Etula, Head
of International Relations, at: anitta.etula@uef.fi

Deadline: September 16, 2019

Commencement Regalia Rental Information:
To participate in the 2019 LIU Pharmacy Hooding Ceremony, faculty and academic administrators must
wear academic regalia. To rent your cap and gown, please place your order online at:
https://liubrooklynfaculty.shopoakhalli.com/purchasewizard/Welcome

Package Price (tax included):
•
•
•

Bachelor (cap, gown and tassel):
Master (cap, gown, tassel and hood):
Doctoral (cap, gown, tassel and hood):

$48.60
$89.95
$99.67

Important Dates:
•
•
•
•

Last Day to Order: March 18, 2019
Rental Pick Up: April 18, 2019 at the LIU Bookstore
Payment due upon pick up
Rental Return Deadline: Friday, May 24, 2019, at the
LIU Bookstore

LIU Bookstore Hours:

Questions?

Monday – Thursday:
Friday

Please contact Josue Pierre (J.P.) at 718-488-1017 or
LIU Brooklyn Bookstore at bkln-bookstore@liu.edu

9:30 – 6:30 PM
10 – 3 PM

To submit to LIU Pharmacy Happenings, please contact Nina Chan Jalowayski at nina.jalowayski@liu.edu.

