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FDA Webinar Information and
Various Grant Opportunities
Thanks to our incoming Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies,
Dr. Chris Surratt, we have the following information to share with you. Dr.
Surratt is expected to join us in early April, and looks forward to meeting
and working with everyone at the College.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Division of Drug
Information is presenting a series of educational webinars designed to aid
physicians, physician assistants, nurses, pharmacists, pharmacy technicians,
students, and other health care professionals by explaining how to utilize the
FDA’s drug information, medication safety resources, and regulatory
guidance to improve delivery of patient care and optimize outcomes.
The FDA Drug Topics: FDA’s MedWatch Adverse Reporting Program –
Opportunities to Collaborate webinar is scheduled for Tuesday, March 13,
2018, from 1:00 – 2:00 PM (EDT). The webinar will provide an overview of
the Office of Health and Constituent Affairs (OHCA), identify opportunities
to collaborate and advance FDA public health messages, and promote
public involvement with the FDA. This webinar will also describe the FDA
MedWatch program, demonstrate how to report adverse events to
MedWatch, and how to obtain safety information.
To register for the online meeting, please visit:
https://collaboration.fda.gov/ddi031318/event/registration.html

Continued on Page 4

Commencement
Details:
3/20

Deadline for faculty and
academic administrators
to order/rent regalia
from LIU Bookstore

4/18

Rental regalia pick up
begins. Payment due at
pick up.

5/13
10 AM

LIU Pharmacy
Commencement at the
Tilles Center

5/13
12 PM

LIU Pharmacy Lunch
Reception in the Pratt
Recreation Center

5/24

Deadline to return rental
regalia to LIU Bookstore
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Walgreens Continues Support
of Diversity Initiatives
Walgreens continues its strong commitment in supporting
programs and initiatives that help foster diversity and inclusion
within the pharmacy profession and the communities Walgreens
serves. Since 2008, Walgreens has generously donated over a
million dollars annually in support of diversity initiatives at
schools and colleges of pharmacy. LIU Pharmacy is proud to be
a continuing recipient of this program during the 2017-2018
academic calendar.
On Wednesday, January 24, 2018, Hien Nguyen, Walgreens
District Manager, and Morton Shaw, 1992 LIU Pharmacy alum
and Walgreens Healthcare Specialty Supervisor, presented Dean
Pezzuto with the Walgreens Diversity Donation of $8,000 to
assist in LIU Pharmacy’s efforts to increase diversity among our
student pharmacists. Efforts may include, but are not limited to,
financial aid, awards and scholarships, curriculum development
and student recruitment.
LIU Pharmacy is honored to be among the recipients and is
grateful for their generosity and continued support.

Walgreens District Manager Hien
Nguyen (left) and Walgreens Healthcare
Specialty Supervisor Morton Shaw ’92
(right) present Dean John Pezzuto with a
check for $8,000 for the Walgreens
Diversity Scholarship.

David Newton Awards for
Excellence in Teaching
The David Newton Awards for Excellence in Teaching
were generously endowed in honor of the late Dr.
David Newton, a former executive vice president of
Long Island University, by the late Abraham Krasnoff,
a former trustee and chairman of the Board of Long
Island University. The Awards were first presented in
1988.
2018 LIU PHARMACY RECIPIENT
Brooke D. Fidler, PharmD
Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice

After careful consideration of all nominee applications,
the Newton Awards Committee named Brooke D.
Fidler, the 2018 LIU Pharmacy recipient of the award.
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New Post-Doctoral
Fellowship Programs
Clinical + Research Fellowship in
Precision Medicine/Pharmacogenomics
This program offers PharmD graduates the
opportunity to develop the skills necessary for
independent and collaborative research, as well
as successful functioning in the role of principal
investigator in the exciting domain of precision
medicine; an emerging approach to disease
treatment and prevention that takes into account
individual variability in genes, environment, and
lifestyle. Fellows will become competent in the
scientific research process, including hypothesis
generation and development, study design,
protocol development, grantsmanship, study
coordination, data collection, analysis and
interpretation, technical skills development,
presentation of results, and manuscript
preparation and publication. Fellows will also
provide direct patient care to patients in an
interdisciplinary precision medicine clinic.

Lasdon Research Fellowship in
Drug Information and Medical
Communications
This research fellowship program is ideal for
candidates with both strong interpersonal skills
and verbal/written communication skills.
The program offers PharmD graduates the
opportunity to develop proficiencies in drug
information and medical
communications/marketing. These
complementary abilities will be developed
through practice at LIU Pharmacy and its
International Drug Information Center
(Brooklyn Campus) and at Medical Knowledge
Group, located in New York City.

For more information, please contact:
Robert DiGregorio, PharmD, Associate Dean
for Clinical Affairs at:
robert.digregorio@liu.edu.

The Medical Knowledge Group is comprised of
best-in-class medical communications, health
care consulting, and data analytics companies.

Each fellowship program offers a
competitive stipend and benefits
package and the opportunity to take
advantage of the cultural diversity
within the City of New York.

For more information, please contact:
Joseph Nathan, MS, PharmD, Program
Director at: joseph.nathan@liu.edu
Sara Grossman, PharmD, Drug Information
Specialist at: sara.grossman@liu.edu.
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FDA Webinar Information and
Other Grant Opportunities
2018 NARSAD Young Investigator Grant: (Apply by
March 13, 2018 at 11:59 PM Eastern)
The Brain & Behavior Research Foundation is currently
accepting online applications for the 2018 NARSAD Young
Investigator Grant. The program offers up to $35,000 a year
for up to two (2) years to enable promising investigators to
either extend their research fellowship training or to begin
careers as independent research faculty.
Please refer to the website for specific application
requirements. All grants must be submitted online at:
www.bbrfoundation.org/YI.
Good luck!

SPIN (“SMARTS”): The Searchable Funding
Database
As you may know, we at LIU Pharmacy now have access to
a great searchable funding database in SPIN ("SMARTS"),
run by InfoEd Global. By entering a keyword, SPIN will send
you daily grant announcements from every source
imaginable, grants large and small, from all over the world. It
is especially good for finding obscure seed grants focused on
a particular disease state, but SPIN can also find new
program announcements from Federal sources. Dr. Surratt
strongly recommends that those seeking external funding
participate in the SPIN training sessions Alan Evelyn of the
Office of Sponsored Programs has set up. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Evelyn at
alan.evelyn@liu.edu.
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Students Needed
for Research
Opportunity
As reported in our first edition
of LIU Pharmacy Happenings, Dr.
Rahul Haware received an
Institutional Research Grant for
his Structure-Mechanics Study
of Cocrystals to Optimize
Tablet Size. Dr. Haware is
looking for students to assist
with his work.
Students interested in
participating in this research
endeavor may contact Dr.
Rahul Haware, Associate
Professor of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, directly at
Rahul.Haware@liu.edu for
more information.
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From the Office of Experiential Education:

Brooklyn VA Hospital Residents Drs. Julia Kamuda (left)
and Sybil Goday-Pena (right).

Dr. Jaclyn Novatt (right) representing the Research elective
APPE with P5 candidates Taner Balkaya and Nhi Le.

On February 5, the Office of Experiential Education held their 1st Annual APPE Showcase featuring
25 of LIU Pharmacy’s preceptors including faculty and residents representing a variety of practice
rotation sites and settings. 140 P5 students attended and shared notable interactions in the areas of
Acute Care, Ambulatory Care, Community Practice, Drug Information, Institutional Practice, Internal
Medicine Managed Care, Academia, Research, and International Affairs. The Showcase highlighted
what is to come for students in their P6 APPE year from the respective sites.
Special thanks to all participating faculty and our affiliated partners: Affinity Health Plan, VA New
York Harbor Healthcare Systems-Brooklyn Campus, Lenox Hill Hospital Northwell Health, LI Script
LTC, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, Kings County Hospital-NYC Health and Hospitals,
Mt. Sinai West, NYU Langone Hospital – Brooklyn, and The Brooklyn Hospital Center.

Daniella Siracusa, Mohamed Elmarakbi and Paul A.
th
Donohue (6 Year PharmD candidate from St. John’s) with
Dr. Mark Klang of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center.

Dr. Hany Mohamed of LI Script LTC with Mena Kamel,
David Lee, Alana Harilall and Evelyna Yashayeva.
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Community Outreach: LIU Pharmacy’s
Role During the Influenza Epidemic
Since 2008, pharmacists can administer flu shots to adults 18 years
of age and older within New York State. This February, in an
effort to aid in this season’s flu epidemic, the Governor temporarily
extended the regulation to include children ages 2-18.
With the many different and constantly mutating flu strains, the flu
vaccine is updated annually to match the anticipated prevalent
influenza strain. This year’s vaccine has shown decreased efficacy
as compared to past years. The decrease has caused a large number
of flu cases in unvaccinated and vaccinated patients nationwide. As
of the third week of February, hospitalizations related to the flu
were down largely in part
due to vaccination efforts
by pharmacists statewide.
LIU Pharmacy began
doing their part early in the
season. Dr. Evangelina
Berrios-Colon, Director of
Community Partnerships
and Associate Professor of
Pharmacy Practice, held an
event targeting migrant
From left to right: Michelle Liu (P3), Walgreen’s
female domestic day
Intern Natalia Jucha (St. John’s), LIU
laborers, a population with
Pharmacy alum Sami Barakat, Dr. Berrioshistorically poor access to
Colon, Steven Chu (P6) and John Fawzy (P6).
care and insurance lending
to low influenza vaccination rates. Dr. Berrios-Colon worked with
representatives from the Brooklyn Borough President’s Office, The
Worker’s Justice Project and Walgreens Pharmacy to make this
event possible.
On a rainy morning in early November, Dr. Berrios-Colon, P6
student John Fawzy, P6 student Steven Chu, P3 Student Michelle
Liu and Class of 2017 LIU Alumnus and current Walgreens
Pharmacist Sami Barakat set up tables on a busy intersection in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. Walgreens donated vaccines for the
event, which allowed the group to offer the service free of cost. Our
LIU students were involved with the set up, vaccine screening,
participant recruitment and post-event analysis. The team was able
to vaccinate female workers who would not have access to
vaccines elsewhere.
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PharmD Students and
Faculty Co-authored
Manuscript Published
by Widely Recognized
Pharmacy Journal
LIU Pharmacy students Azmeta
Chowdhury (P6 Research elective
APPE student) and Victoria
Zlotnikova (P5) co-authored a paper
with faculty mentor Dr. John Lonie
titled, “How do Mental Health First
Aid Interventions Influence Patient
Help-seeking Behaviors: A Dilemma
for Pharmacist Mental Health First
Aid Responders.” The article was
accepted and is currently in press in
the Research in Social and Administrative
Pharmacy, a bi-monthly publication
featuring original scientific reports and
comprehensive review articles in the
field of social and administrative
pharmaceutical sciences. To view,
please follow use this link:
http://www.rsap.org/article/S15517411(18)30102-5/pdf

Look out for an in-depth
interview about the accepted
manuscript in the next issue of
TPN, LIU Pharmacy’s studentorganized and student-run
newsletter!
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Mentors Needed for High
School Summer Students!
High school students have inquired about summer research
opportunities with us at LIU Pharmacy. In order to create these
opportunities, we need mentors!
If you are interested and available, please contact Dr. Jaclyn Novatt
at Jaclyn.Novatt@liu.edu, with a brief description of your project
and with the number of high school students you would like to work
with over the summer. Students will be prescreened through an
application process. Additionally, Dean Pezzuto will generously
sponsor $1000 in supplies for every high school student accepted into
the summer program. Please note supply orders must be placed
before May 1, 2018.
In addition to these research experiences, Dr. Novatt also plans to
host several summer workshops on “How to Read a Paper” or
“Calculations”. If you have other topics for consideration, please
do not hesitate to share them.

Dr. Jaclyn Novatt
Assistant Professor
LIU Pharmacy

Our summer research programs cannot happen without you!

Commencement Regalia Rental Information:
To participate in the 2018 LIU Pharmacy Commencement Ceremony, faculty and academic
administrators must wear commencement regalia. To rent your cap and gown, place your order
online at https://liubrooklynfac.shopoakhalli.com by Tuesday, March 20.
Package Price (tax included):
Bachelor Cap, Gown, Tassel:
$48.60
Master Cap, Gown, Tassel + Hood: $89.95
Doctoral Cap, Gown, Tassel + Hood: $99.67
Important Dates:
• Order Deadline: March 20
• Rental Pick Up + Payment: Begins April 18 (payment due at pick up)
• Return Deadline: May 24 (at LIU Bookstore)
LIU Bookstore Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 9:30 AM – 6:30 PM
Friday: 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Questions:
J.P (Josue Pierre) at 718.488.1017 or at
bkln-bookstore@liu.edu

To submit to LIU Pharmacy Happenings, please contact Nina Chan Jalowayski at nina.jalowayski@liu.edu.

