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LIU Pharmacy Happenings
Arnold & Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences
Institutional Research Grants Awarded
Check out our current list of awardees of the
2018 LIU Pharmacy Institutional Research
Grants with potentially more awardees to
come…
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Road Trip to the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration
On January 19, 2018, a group of 10 students traveled to Silver Spring, MD
to visit the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). LIU Pharmacy
alumnus, Commander (CDR) Laurelle Cascio, PharmD, of the U.S. Public
Health Service arranged the trip. Patrick Campbell and Dean Robert
DiGregorio accompanied the students.
At the FDA, the group toured the FDA campus, including highly specialized
testing laboratories. A tour highlight included a visit to "the vault," the
FDA's archive and storage area for products (drugs and devices) that have
been confiscated over the years and resulted in various important
regulations and product labeling changes.
The group participated in several overview sessions with leaders from the
FDA/Center for Drug Evaluation and Research Office of Surveillance and
Epidemiology. Topics included an introduction to post-marketing drug
safety surveillance and pharmacovigilance, epidemiology, risk
management, and medication errors. Examples of FDA intervention into
various look-alike, sound alike medications were described, as was the
naming process of new drug entities.

Continued on Page 4

Upcoming Events
2/7/18

LIU Pharmacy Council
of Overseers Meeting
(@NYU) 4 – 8 PM

2/8

College Wide Meeting
(LLC 124) 11 – 12 PM

3/8

Phi Lambda Sigma
(PLS) Induction
Ceremony and Dinner
(TBA) 6 – 8:30 PM

3/22

Rho Chi Induction
Ceremony and Dinner
(WRAC) 6 – 8:30 PM

5/13

LIU Pharmacy
Commencement at the
(Tilles Center) 10 AM
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TRANSITIONS: New Deanship and Professorships
Robert DiGregorio, Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs
After 25 years of service as a faculty member in the College of Pharmacy,
Dr. DiGregorio joined the administrative leadership team as Associate
Dean for Clinical Affairs. In this new role, he will serve as an adviser to the
Dean on various pharmacy practice issues. Additionally, his efforts will be
dedicated to developing and strengthening relationships with clinical
affiliates to expand student-training opportunities; assisting in the career
development of both our faculty and students; enhancing clinical and
translational research; developing a clinical trials research unit; and to
fostering relationships among faculty in both divisions to stimulate ideas
for potential research projects. Many of these future projects could
include student investigators. He is also administratively responsible for
the College's three post-graduate year two (PGY2) pharmacy residency
programs and the three brand new fellowship programs, including one in
Precision Medicine that he created.
When asked about his new role, Dean DiGregorio stated that he would like
to focus his efforts on raising the reputation of the College by helping our
students and faculty realize their potential through the creation of an
atmosphere of collaboration, vision, and discovery. Dean DiGregorio's
office is in L-130, in the Dean's Suite on the first floor of the pharmacy
building; he welcomes students to visit and discuss career options and
opportunities.

Fernando Gonzalez, Assistant Professor
Fernando Gonzalez, B.S., M.S., recently joined the Pharmaceutical Sciences
Division as an Assistant Professor. In addition to the professorship, he will
retain certain responsibilities as Field Coordinator for Experiential
Education.
Prior to LIU Pharmacy, Fernando was a community pharmacist and district
manager at various locations including, Pathmark, Rite Aid, Duane Reade
and CVS. In 2007, he was appointed to the New York State Board of
Pharmacy and conducted investigations with sterile and non-sterile
compounding and at manufacturing facilities. He currently contributes as a
question writer for the NYS Part 3 Licensing Exams.
Throughout the years, his community involvement is most notable.
Whether it was by serving as president of the College’s Alumni Board of
Directors or by providing programming outreach to organizations and
appearing in television or print announcements on Patient Health, Safety,
and Pharmacy, Professor Gonzalez always plays an integral role. Most
recently, he was part of the Rite Aid/FEMA team during Hurricane Katrina
in New Orleans and is currently an active member of the Pharmacists
Society of the State of New York.
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Tracey Hodurski
Assistant Professor
Tracey Hodurski, R.Ph., is thrilled to join
the LIU Pharmacy faculty ranks as an
Assistant Professor. She is a passionate
and highly experienced health and
business professional with 22 years
of extensive experience at CVS Health, a
Fortune 7 Company.
Previously, at CVS Health, her favorite
part was the teaching component and her
time spent working with LIU students and
faculty. For over 15 years, Tracey
partnered with LIU and shared her
experiences with leadership, talent
management and innovative strategic
planning. With these efforts, she was
recognized as honorary LIU alumna during
the Dean Gross era.
Dean Gross joked with her that he should
give her an office since she was on
campus so often. Now she has one!
Tracey hopes to be a great asset
in teaching students utilizing her
experiences and network to enhance their
learning and potential employment
opportunities.
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2018 LIU Pharmacy
Institutional Research Grants
Following Dean Pezzuto’s announcement of securing funds to
help enhance LIU Pharmacy faculty research, those interested
submitted brief research proposals and budgets by the
December 1, 2017 deadline. To date, five grants have been
awarded with more potentially to come.

Rahul Haware: Structure-Mechanics Study
of Cocrystals to Optimize Tablet Size
Larger tablets may be challenging for some to swallow.
Smaller pills would certainly help. Is it possible to
squeeze higher doses into a smaller tablet?
With the support of the grant, Dr. Haware will use the
structure-mechanics relationship to optimize tablet size
of model metformin salicylate cocrystals using his
published DM3 approach. Metformin is used to treat
type-2 diabetics and is available in 500 mg to 1000 mg
strength tablets. The DM 3 approach is composed of four
main elements: design of experiments (D), material
characterization at the molecular and macroscopic level
(M1), manufacturing factor characterization (M2), and
multivariate analysis (M3). The approach coupled with
the FDA-issued guideline regarding ICHQ8 or ‘Process
Analytical Technology (PAT)’, Dr. Haware expects
substantial reduction in tablet size of metformin for
better medication.

Clockwise: Various dosage forms,
tablet sizes, and an autoclave.

Billy Sin: Novel Research Endeavor
Striving for excellence in pharmacy research is one of
the many missions of LIU Pharmacy. With support
from LIU Pharmacy’s Institutional Research Grant,
Dr. Sin will develop a novel dosage form for a
medication commonly used in Emergency Medicine.
With support from Dean DiGregorio, Drs. Sin,
Dave, and Taft will collaborate to conduct bench
research in the newly minted Lachman Institute of
Pharmaceutical Analysis and clinical research at The
Clinical Trials Center at The Brooklyn Hospital
Center. With the development of a collaborative
research model, our faculty will be able to bring
novel ideas to life and advance the profession of
pharmacy and pharmaceutical sciences through
innovation, research, teaching and learning. Students
who are interested in participating in this research
endeavor may contact Dr. Billy Sin, PharmD, MBA,
BCPS at billy.sin@liu.edu for more information.

Jackie Novatt: Lab Equipment
Dr. Novatt received funding to purchase two large items
to be used by several laboratories located on the HS 6th
Floor to study HIV, allergies and asthma. Items include
an autoclave and a deep freezer. An autoclave is essentially
a pressure cooker that sterilizes items by heating them to
121°C. A regular kitchen freezer stores food at -20°C
only, but many biological samples must be stored at
-80°C, so a deep freezer is needed. The extreme cold
allows frozen cells, protein and DNA to be stable for an
extended period, ranging from days to years.

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 1

Left to right: CDR Laurelle Cascio, Dean DiGregorio, Mehnaz Khan, Kevin Morales, Jeremy Jacob, Daria Daviti, Hajar
Taman, Polena Kostyleva, Hyejeong Shin, Rudra Dasari, Hui Min Li, Yasmeen Alcheikh and Patrick Campbell.

Students were also introduced to the various roles and responsibilities that pharmacists have in the US
Public Health Service through the Commissioned Corps, including many functions within the FDA, as well as
the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Indian Health Service (IHS), Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP), Centers
for Disease Control (CDC), Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA), US Coast Guard, and the
Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).
CDR Cascio highlighted her career path from graduation from the Arnold & Marie Schwartz College of
Pharmacy to a PGY1 residency with the Indian Health Service, followed by several additional years of service
as a commissioned officer within IHS, ultimately leading to her current position at the FDA where she is a
Safety Evaluator in the Division of Pharmacovigilance II and part of the Readiness and Deployment
Operations Group (RedDOG).
She also described opportunities for pharmacy students to complete APPEs at the FDA in medication safety.
APPEs are also available in product labeling with another LIU-Pharmacy alumnus, Dr. Joseph Grillo in the
Office of Clinical Pharmacology. Additionally, there are also opportunities for students to serve their country
while still completing their education through the Commissioned Officer Training and Extern Programs
(JRCOSTEP and SRCOSTEP); both programs offer excellent benefits for students. Senior students are also
encouraged to consider residency programs offered by the NIH, IHS, and BOP as potential gateways into
careers in the U.S. Public Health Service and FDA. Those interested in the JRCOSTEP or SRCOSTEP programs
can learn more on the website: https://usphs.gov/student/.
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2018 LIU Pharmacy
Institutional Research Grants
(Continued from page 3)

Anait Levenson, Understanding the Role
of Metastasis-Associate Protein 1
(MTA1) in Prostate Cancer:

Paul Staffieri,
Reshaping
Education with Technology:

With the support of the LIU Pharmacy Institutional
Research Grant, Dr. Levenson will be able to
identify transcriptional regulation of MTA1 target
genes in the genome by RNA sequencing (RNA-Seq)
using tissues from mouse models. This embodies the
second of three aims within her larger research study
design.

Dr. Staffieri (PI) along with his colleagues, Drs.
Francesco Ciummo, Yoonsun Mo and Anna Nogid,
with support of the research grant will conduct an
observational cohort study designed to investigate
whether the integration of NeehrPerfect® Go!, a
simulated electronic health record (EHR), into a
clinical pharmacokinetics course enhances students’
problem solving abilities.

MTA1 is a “master co-regulator” in prostate cancer
development, progression and metastasis. Dr.
Levenson and her lab associates recently developed a
unique prostate-specific MTA1 transgenic mouse
model (MTA1-tg), which is a powerful tool for
studying the functional
significance of MTA1 in the
pathophysiology of prostate
cancer. The molecular
mechanisms of MTA1 as a
transcriptional silencer or
activator will be addressed
by performing RNA-Seq of
tissues isolated from
MTA1-tg and MTA1-tg in
the background of Pten
tumor suppressor knockout mice. These experiments
will demonstrate the biological relevance of MTA1
as a driver of aggressive and metastatic prostate
cancer.

Clinical pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics
are staples of pharmacy education and one of the
foundations of pharmacy practice. The course relies
heavily on student’s abilities to solve mathematic
equations and link the solution with therapeutic
concepts. Students often struggle with connecting the
didactic portion of pharmacokinetics with different
clinical scenarios and real-life practice. Therefore, a
clinical pharmcokinetics course that integrates
didactic teaching with use of an EHR was designed.
Integrating this technology into the course will
challenge students to analyze information extracted
from simulated online patient charts and perform
various activities that they would do in practice.
These include order verification, communication
with providers, and documentation of their
recommendations. Problem solving skills of students
enrolled in the course will be assessed before and
after the implementation of the NeehrPerfect® Go!
technology. The findings of this study have the
potential to shape the way educators integrate
technology into their classrooms, and may directly
benefit students by preparing them to be APPE-ready
and practice-ready.

LC Sciences will perform the RNA-Seq analysis on
12 tissue samples. The analysis is expected to provide
strong preliminary data for her larger research
proposal entitled, “MTA1-targeted chemoprevention
strategy for Active Surveillance”.

5

LIU PHARMACY HAPPENINGS

Spring 2018/Issue 1

New Additions:
Mala Sukhman, Director of Development
I have been in development for education, mostly higher education,
for many years. I have built programs and raised funds for several
institutions and have worked on all aspects of fundraising including
marketing and communications, annual funds, major and planned
gifts. I am happy that my journey has brought me to LIU Pharmacy
at a pivotal time for the College and the University. With exciting
changes on the Brooklyn campus and the ambitious strategic plan
for Pharmacy, the vision is inspiring.
My goal is to work with Dean Pezzuto, the Pharmacy community,
and colleagues across the University to help secure vital resources
needed to strengthen all aspects of the College to create the best
experience for students and faculty. I am excited to work with the
dedicated Pharmacy leadership to expand and deepen our
engagement with our alumni and friends. In the two months I have
been here, I have been impressed by the team’s evident
commitment to ensuring that students flourish and succeed. I am
honored to work with everyone here to help realize College’s great
potential.

Upcoming News:
• 2018 David Newton Award winner announcement
• New Post-Doctoral Fellowship Programs
• Jeffrey Idle, Director, and Diren Beyoğlu, Associate Director, of the
Division of Systems Pharmacology Pharmacogenomics (SPP) of the
Samuel J. & Joan B. Williamson Institute
• Walgreens representatives present check for $8,000 for the Walgreens
Diversity Scholarship
To submit to LIU Pharmacy Happenings, please contact Nina Jalowayski at nina.jalowayski@liu.edu.

