Information on Certificates of Confidentiality from the NIH website:
A Certificate of Confidentiality (CoC) protects the privacy of research participants enrolled in biomedical, behavioral, clinical or other research. With limited exceptions, researchers may not disclose names or any information, documents or biospecimens containing identifiable, sensitive information. The CoC prohibits disclosure in response to legal demands, such as a subpoena.
CoCs protect names or any information, documents, or biospecimens containing identifiable, sensitive information related to a research participant. This is defined as "covered information" in the policy. In addition, if there is at least a very small risk that information, documents, or biospecimens can be combined with other available data sources to determine the identity of an individual, then they are protected by the certificate.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Note that all eligible research studies that are funded by NIH are automatically issued a CoC under the NIH Policy on Certificates of Confidentiality.
For health-related research that is not federally funded, in which identifiable, sensitive information is collected or used, you may request a (CoC) for specific projects using the online application system.
FAQs can be found here.
