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STUDENT GRADING AND GPA POLICY 
 

PURPOSE 
 
To establish University grading and grade point average calculation criteria. 
 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 
Credits are granted for undergraduate courses completed with the grade of A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D, 
or P. A grade of F signifies failure and no credit is awarded.  
 
Credits are granted for graduate courses completed with the grade of A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, or P. A 
grade of F signifies failure and no credit is awarded.  
 
A grade of Incomplete (INC) may be assigned if a student has failed to complete part of the required 
course work. An INC is given by the faculty member. It is the student’s responsibility to make specific 
arrangements with the instructor to complete the course work and to have the grade submitted to the 
Office of the University Registrar before the end of the following semester.  
 
INC grades will normally convert to a grade of NC (no credit earned) if the work is not completed by the 
end of the following semester. If an unusual extension of time is necessary to complete the work, the 
grade change must be approved by the faculty member, the chairperson, and the dean. Upon 
completion of the INC grade, the grade “I” is printed on the transcript along with the final earned grade 
and the date the work was completed.  
 
Students who never attended or stopped attending before the course withdrawal deadline date as 
defined in the academic calendar and did not properly withdraw by the published deadline may be 
assigned a grade of NC.  
 
The W grade is automatically assigned when a student officially withdraws from a course by the 
published deadline dates in the academic calendar. View Withdrawal Policy.  
 
Students who receive grades of W (withdrawal), NC (no credit earned) , INC (incomplete) or an opted 
Pass/Fail in the fall or spring semester are ineligible for inclusion on the Dean’s List for that semester.  
 
Students have the option to repeat a course. In the event that individual programs have their own 
policies on repeating a course, the more restrictive policy will apply. Credits will be earned only once, 
and although the original grade remains on the student’s permanent record, the second grade (whether 
higher or lower) will be used in computing the grade point average. No student who has taken a course 
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and received a passing grade in it may repeat that course for credits after he or she has taken a related 
course containing content of a higher level. A course may be repeated more than once, except with the 
prior approval, following procedures contained in the Academic Catalogs. If a course is taken more than 
twice, all grades after the first grade will be computed into the student’s GPA. To be considered for 
graduation with honors, the student’s average shall include only the grade given to that student the 
first time he or she has taken any specific course.  
 

Required courses in which a grade of F was earned should be repeated within one year.  
 

Students are responsible for monitoring their major and cumulative averages to ensure they are 
meeting their requirements for graduation, as well as the requirements for satisfactory academic 
progress.  
 

Undergraduate students are permitted to opt for a pass/fail grade in a maximum of one course per 
semester for a total of eight semesters. Pass/Fail option does not apply to courses in the student’s 
major, to courses that are prerequisites to or required by the major, or to courses that are used to 
satisfy the core requirement. The election of the pass/fail grading system must be designated by the 
10th week of the semester, as listed in the Academic Calendar.  All requirements of examination and 
work assigned by the instructor must be fulfilled. If a grade of P is assigned, credits are earned for the 
course but the grade is not calculated into the GPA. If a grade of F is assigned, the F is calculated into 
the GPA.  
 

The symbol U is assigned in certain proficiency courses when a student has completed all work but in a 
fashion unacceptable to warrant a passing grade. The student must, therefore, repeat the course in the 
semester immediately following. The symbol U is not computed in the student’s average.  
 

A student may receive only one U symbol in any course. On the second enrollment, the student must 
either satisfactorily complete the course or receive an F.  
 

Students must achieve designated GPAs in order to graduate. Graduate students must achieve an 
overall Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.00 to graduate.  Undergraduate students must achieve an 
overall grade point average (GPA) of 2.00 to graduate. In some departments requirements may be 
higher (see departmental requirements). In the major area, the student must achieve an average of at 
least 2.00; in certain programs the minimum major average may be higher.  
 

Quality points for a specific course are determined by multiplying the corresponding quality points (see 
below) for the grade received in the course by the number of credits awarded for the course. Total 
quality points are determined by adding all quality points for all courses. The grade point average (GPA) 
is determined by dividing the total quality points by the total number of credits, including those of failed 
courses. The grades W, NC, and P are not counted in the GPA computation nor are the grades for 
courses taken at another college or university. All courses taken at any LIU campus or offered by LIU at 
off-site locations will be computed into the student's cumulative and major averages.  
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Grade Quality points per credit 
A  4.000 
A-  3.667 
B+  3.333 
B  3.000 
B-  2.333 
C+  2.000 
C  1.667 
C-  1.333 (not used for graduate level courses) 
D  1.000 (not used for graduate level courses) 
F  0.000 

 
Undergraduate students must maintain the following quality-point ratios to be in good academic 
standing: 
 

• 1.8 if they have accumulated up to 29 credits  
• 1.9 if they have accumulated 30 to 59 credits  
• 2.0 if they have accumulated 60 credits or more  

 
GPA computations are carried to the third decimal place from which rounding takes place to the second 
decimal place.  On all official LIU transcripts, a GPA will be displayed to three decimal places with the 
third decimal place always being zero due to rounding. Major GPAs are calculated using all courses 
required in a student's major (excluding core and co-related courses). 

 
Grades of "P" are not computed into the overall GPA, but do count towards graduation credits. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Good academic standing: Students who make appropriate progress toward fulfilling all requirements 
of the program in which they are enrolled are considered in good academic standing. 

 

POLICY TYPE: ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 


