Asia-Pacific Center
Fall 2019 Course Listing & Descriptions








Register for courses through the MY LIU portal: https://my.liu.edu.
Students are charged a flat tuition rate for 12-18 credits. If students register for
19 credits and up, they will be charged an additional per credit rate. Students
interested in registering for 19 or more credits must get permission from the
Center Director and Dean.
Students will have the opportunity to drop and add courses during the program
change period in consultation with their advisor. The deadline is posted on the
academic calendar: http://liu.edu/Global/Global-Life.
Students who are pursuing minors should consider the minor-related courses
indicated below in their academic planning/registration. The minor course
requirements can be found at http://liu.edu/Global/Academics/Global-StudiesDegree-Program.
Call or email Carlett Thomas, Director of Student Affairs & Administrative
Services, with any questions or concerns at carlett.thomas@liu.edu or 516-2993401.

Required Courses
GAPC 300 Political Economy and Ecology in the Asia-Pacific Region (3 units)
Minor: International Relations
Field Experience: Fiji; Sydney; New Zealand

Biermann, Soenke
Moran, Sarah
GAPC 320 Introduction to International Development (3 units)
Field Experience: Fiji; Sydney

Hayes, Nigel
Biermann, Soenke
Moran, Sarah
GAPC 332 Innovative Encounters with Nature and Knowledge (3 units)
Field Experience: Fiji; Aboriginal Bush Camp; New Zealand

Hayes, Nigel
Biermann, Soenke
Moran, Sarah
GAPC 333 Australia's First Peoples (3 units);
Field Experience: Fiji; Aboriginal Bush Camp; New Zealand

Townsend-Cross, Marcelle
Biermann, Soenke
Moran, Sarah
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GNYC 318 Global Studies Seminar: Theories, Issues, Solutions (3 units)
Field Experience: Fiji; Sydney; New Zealand

Biermann, Soenke
Moran, Sarah

Special Topic Elective Courses
GNYC 404-407 requires Center Director’s approval.
Minor-related courses must be taken for a minimum of 3 units.

GNYC 404 Special Topics in Global Studies (1-6 units)
Moran, Sarah
Sparks, Robert
Hu, Difei
Biermann, Soenke
Lieu, Jocelyn
GNYC 405 Special Topics in International Relations (1-6 units)
Minor: International Relations

Moran, Sarah
Sparks, Robert
Hu, Difei
Biermann, Soenke
Lieu, Jocelyn
GNYC 406 Special Topics in Arts and Communications (1-6 units)
Minor: Arts and Communications

Moran, Sarah
Sparks, Robert
Hu, Difei
Biermann, Soenke
Lieu, Jocelyn
GNYC 407 Special Topics in Entrepreneurship (1-6 units)
Minor: Entrepreneurship

Moran, Sarah
Sparks, Robert
Hu, Difei
Biermann, Soenke
Lieu, Jocelyn

Course Descriptions
GAPC 300 Political Economy and Ecology in the Asia-Pacific Region (3 units)
Minor: International Relations
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This course introduces students to the social and political processes that shape
economic development in the Asia-Pacific region and the impact of the various
development models deployed on the region’s ecosystems. Characterized by great
cultural diversity, economic inequality and rapid social change, the region’s nationstates, communities and cultures struggle to pursue livelihoods for all without destroying
the ecosystems they inhabit. This course orients students to the historical, cultural and
sociopolitical contexts of the nation-states they visit as well as the drivers and
frameworks supporting regional economic and political cooperation. In particular,
students will learn about the work of inter- and transnational organizations through
which diverse communities collaborate to pursue shared goals of sustainable
development, social justice and peaceful coexistence. The course offers students
opportunities to learn directly from various local communities, international
organizations and experts in the field through an integrated learning experience based
on lectures, seminars and fieldwork.
GAPC 320 Introduction to International Development (3 units)
This course is an introduction to the theory and practice of international development, a
field of endeavor undertaken by governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs),
and international agencies that aspire to alleviate human poverty and inequality. The
course explores the definitions, institutional frameworks and goal setting that shape
development practice at local, national and international levels. Students are oriented to
the discourses of poverty, inequality, human development, natural resource
governance, and sustainable development that have driven policy and planning.
Students are also introduced to the ways in which this discourse is now enriched and
contested from a number of perspectives: those of indigenous communities and local
knowledge formations of various kinds, as well as alternative formulations of well-being
and social justice. A robust experiential dimension of the course will link these practices
and controversies to local case studies experienced directly through field study.
GAPC 332 Innovative Encounters with Nature and Knowledge (3 units)
Based on an experiential learning framework consisting of intensive reading, field trips
and structured reflection, this innovative outdoor course allows students to directly
experience and relate to Australia’s unique environment as well as challenge their own
understanding of concepts such as nature, culture and wilderness. Through engaging
with cutting-edge thinking in the ecological humanities and via a range of outdoor
activities such as camping in national parks, swimming under waterfalls and hiking in
rainforests, students will gain a first-hand understanding of diverse ecosystems,
different ways of knowing and relating to the land, and the relationships between natural
and cultural landscapes, particularly by spending time with Indigenous peoples on their
lands. During their extended visit to Bali during the second half of the semester,
students will also be able to compare and contrast their experiences in Australia with
the ecosystems, philosophies and relationships to place they encounter in the
geographically proximate, but culturally distinct island society of Bali.
GAPC 333 Australia’s First Peoples (3 units)
The course introduces students to the diversity and complexity of Indigenous Australian
Peoples, philosophy and cultures. Through quality print and audio-visual materials,
guest lectures, field trips and class discussions students will be introduced to a diverse
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and challenging range of Indigenous perspectives, cultural values and practices.
Students will consider Indigenous knowledge as valid contemporary ways of knowing,
relevant to informing a sustainable and socially just global future. Through an
investigation of the interactions between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australian
society and comparative analysis of Balinese society, students will be encouraged to
develop a critical awareness of diverse dominant processes of Indigenous exploitation
as a result of colonization and the imperative of human rights and social justice for
Indigenous peoples in Australia and globally.

GNYC 318 Global Studies Seminar: Theories, Issues, Solutions (3 units)
The objective of Global Studies V is to orient students to the theories of globalization
and use them to shed light on the major issues faced collectively by humanity. Students
will acquire a basic understanding of the way major thinkers in economics, political
science, environmental science and cultural studies articulate the acute issues
characteristic of the Global Age. Students will also learn how these same disciplinary
perspectives may contribute to holistic policy, entrepreneurial and advocacy solutions.
Students will complete a project focused on a global issue that is of specific interest to
them, developing their own interdisciplinary bibliography and a literature review that
prepares them for their Independent Research and Internship Semester (IRIS) and their
Senior Thesis. The course's review of global issues will be tied to field experiences in
the center or program in which the course is delivered.
GNYC 404 Special Topics in Global Studies (1-6 units)
(Requires Center Director’s approval)

This course is an opportunity for students to explore specific topics in global studies
relevant to students’ senior research through specialized instruction delivered by an
institutional partner or a faculty member. The instructional medium, syllabus design,
assignments, and assessments are approved by the Center Director and the Dean.
GNYC 405 Special Topics in International Relations (1-6 units)
Minor: International Relations (Requires Center Director’s approval)

This course is an opportunity for students to explore specific topics in International
Relations. The syllabus and course requirements are designed in collaboration with an
institutional partner or a faculty member and approved by the Center Director and the
Dean.
GNYC 406 Special Topics in Arts and Communications (1-6 units)
Minor: Arts and Communications (Requires Center Director’s approval)

This course is an opportunity for students to explore specific topics in Arts and
Communications. The syllabus and course requirements are designed in collaboration
with an institutional partner or a faculty member and approved by the Center Director
and the Dean.
GNYC 407 Special Topics in Entrepreneurship (1-6 units)
Minor: Entrepreneurship (Requires Center Director’s approval)
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This course is an opportunity for students to explore specific topics in entrepreneurship.
The syllabus and course requirements are designed in collaboration with an institutional
partner or a faculty member and approved by the Center Director and the Dean.
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